Traumatic rupture of the thoracic aorta--case report.
Acute traumatic rupture of the thoracic aorta due to blunt trauma is a relatively common injury after deceleration accidents. However, only one fifth of these patients survive to reach medical facilities. The limiting factor to successful management is early diagnosis and prompt treatment. A case of acute traumatic rupture of the descending aorta due to blunt trauma is presented. Diagnostic and management modalities are discussed.